"The Priory of Sion . . . was founded in Jerusalem in 1099 by a French king named Godefroi de Bouillon, immediately after he had conquered the city . . . King Godefroi was allegedly the possessor of a powerful secret-a secret that had been in his family since the time of Christ. Fearing his secret might be lost when he died, he founded a secret brotherhood-the Priory of Sion-and charged them with protecting his secret by quietly passing it on from generation to generation . . . ". . . During their years in Jerusalem, the Priory learned of a stash of hidden documents buried beneath the ruins of Herod's temple, which had been built atop the earlier ruins of Solomon's Temple. These documents, they believed, corroborated Godefroi's powerful secret and were so explosive in nature that the Church would stop at nothing to get them." --The Da Vinci Code, Chérisey publicly publicly admitted that he had forged the parchments admitted that he had forged the parchments deposited in the deposited in the Bibliothèque Nationale Plantard Plantard later confirmed this, though he later confirmed this, though he claimed that those parchments were copies claimed that those parchments were copies of an original set that had been lost of an original set that had been lost "I have never claimed to be a descendant in the male line of Dagobert II, nor a pretender to the French throne, anymore more than I have ever claimed to be a descendant of Jesus. All that is a writer's hoax, the aim of which was and remains the generation of financial profit from the publishing of books or the making of films " " -Pierre Plantard, 1990 The 
